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 Find out how 
Shakespeare  
is used in everyday 
English 

 Read how reading 
Sudha Murty’s books 
have inspired a love for 
stories and reading

 Do you know what 
‘waiting in the wings’ 
means? Find out in 
‘Wizard’s Corner’
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This section gives you a peep into unique 
stories and pics that trended in 2023Let’s Call It A Wrap

PARIS PIPS DUBAI IN WORLD’S 
TOP CITY DESTINATIONS 

Paris remains the 
world’s most 
attractive city des-

tination, global market 
research company 
Euromonitor 
International’s annual 
Top 100 City 
Destinations Index 
2023 has revealed. 
Euromonitor 
International’s report Top 100 
City Destinations Index 2023 
looked at six key pillars —  

 economic and business per-
formance  tourism perfor-
mance tourism infrastructure, 

tourism policy and attractive-
ness, health and safety, and 

sustainability. 

Seven out of top 
10 in Europe, Asia 
in top 20 
The annual report 
revealed that  
this year’s top 10 
ranking was dominat-
ed by seven European 
destinations, with 
Dubai (2), Tokyo (4) 
and New York (8) the 

only non-European names in the 
top 10. Paris has retained the 
title of the world’s leading city 
destination, followed by Dubai in 
second place and Madrid in 
third. Tokyo came in fourth, 
while Amsterdam rounded up 
the top five. 

LUMINESCENT CITY
Lamps lit up the banks of the River Saryu on 
the eve of Diwali in Ayodhya on November 11, 
2023. Ayodhya city in Uttar 
Pradesh set a Guinness World 
record by lighting over 2.2 
MILLION EARTHEN OIL 
LAMPS during Deepotsav 
celebrations on the eve 
of Diwali this year. 

Trending 
Photo 

Of 2023

Asia saw strong  
representation in the 
rest of the top 20 as 
Singapore (11), Seoul 
(14), Osaka (16), and 
Hong Kong (17) all 
made the list 

Focal point
CANDELA P-12

The world’s first electric hydro foiling 
passenger 
ship has 

satisfactorily 
completed its 
trials in 
Stockholm. 
The sustainable 
vessel Candela 
P-12 uses computer-
ised information to elevate
its hulls above the water friction.
In its first flight, Candela P-12
reached a speed of 30 knots, which is
quite an achievement for an electric
passenger vessel.

The secret to its high speed and 
long range are the three carbon fiber 
wings that extend from under the hull. 
These active hydrofoils allow the 
ship to lift itself above the water, 
thus decreasing drag.

Do you think India should take more 
active steps in adopting EVs?  

Write to toinie175@gmail.com

India vs Pakistan game to be 
held in ‘pop-up stadium’ 
outside NYC

A SOP OPERA

On a two-day visit to Varanasi, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is likely to gift projects worth 
`12,000 crore to his parliamentary constituency 

for developmental projects that are scheduled to be 
launched during the visit. 

`12,000 cr-worth projects 
to be launched in Varanasi

PM’S AGENDA

1 ShivpurPhulwaria-
Lahartara four-lane 

road project and many 
projects of  railway and 
petroleum ministries 
will be launched. 

2 PM to announce the 
launch of  another 

Vande Bharat train be-
tween Varanasi and 
Delhi. The first Vande 
B h a r at  t r a i n  w a s 
launched from Varanasi 
in 2019. 

3 The announcement 
for establishment of  

a railway tribunal in 
Kashi, covering 18 dis-

tricts of  the region, can 
also be made, sources 
added. 

4 According to sources, 
the PM will visit an 

e x h i b i t i o n 
based on 
the Viksit 
B h a r a t 
Sankalp 
Yatra at 
C u t t i n g 
Memorial 
School ground 
in Cantonment. 

5 He will visit Namo 
Ghat and attend 

Kashi-Tamil Sanga-
mam 2.0 event. 

Was Indus Valley civilisation 
impacted by a meteorite?

Radiocarbon dating of samples of melt-rocks (L) which are 
parts of the meteorite discovered at the Luna site in Kutch (R)

The 4th crater to be 
discovered in India, in Kutch, 
is 200km from the Indus site 
of Dholavira. A Kerala uni-
versity team says the impact 
was around the time the 
civilisation was flourishing.

I
t took researchers from the 
geology department of  Ker-
ala University four years to 
hit paydirt – as science calls 

it. The team hit on melt-rocks, 
which are parts of  a meteorite in 
the hamlet of  Luna, in Kutch, 
Gujarat.

Radiocarbon dating of  these 
melt-rocks show the meteorite 
impact may have happened 
around 6,900 years ago, roughly 
the period the Indus Valley civi-
lisation was flourishing in this 
area. The intriguing question for 
researchers is whether the mete-
orite had any impact on Indus 
Valley. The impact location is 200 
km away from the famous Indus 
Valley site of  Dholavira.

“Luna is the impact site but 
the famous Indus Valley excava-
tion site is about 200 km away. 
There’s a 2 km crater in the place 
and the meteor that impacted 
must be about 200-400 m in diam-

eter,” professor Sajin Kumar KS 
said, adding, “This makes us look 
at human civilisation possibly 
being wiped out by a meteorite.”

The Luna sample contains 
high-temperature minerals like 
wustite, kirschsteinite, ulvospi-
nel and hercynite. With this, 
Luna is the fourth impact-crater 
identified in India.

KNOW THE TERMS:
PAYDIRT: Ground containing ore 
in sufficient quantity to be  
profitably extracted.
RADIOCARBON DATING: 
Or carbon-14 dating, 
is a scientific method 
that can accurately 
determine the age of 
organic materials as old 
as approximately 60,000 years. 
METEORITE: It is a rock that falls 
to Earth from space. However, 
they are not like Earth rocks, 
providing samples of other plan-
ets, asteroids and possibly com-
ets in our solar system.
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T20 WORLD CUP

New York will host the 
marquee India vs Paki-
stan clash of  the 2024 

T20 World Cup, ‘The 
Guardian’ has report-
ed. USA are co-host-
ing the T20 World 
Cup with the West 
Indies, scheduled to 
be held in June.

As per the re-
ports, the match will 
be played in a pop-up sta-
dium on the outskirts of  the 

New York. A 34,000-seat-

ed temporary sta-
dium will be con-
structed for the 
t o u r n a m e n t  i n 

New York.
The match is be-

ing played in New York 
because as per the latest cen-
sus data, around 7,11,000 In-
dian and about 1,00,000 people 
of  Pakistani origin live in the 
New York.

Only three venues will be 
used in the US and those are 
Central Broward Park in 
Florida, Grand Prairie Sta-
dium in Texas and Eisen-
hower Park on Long Island, 
about 25 miles from down-
town Manhattan.

Cricket is also 
making its way 

back into the Olympic 
fold after more than 120 
years as it has been 
included in the Los Angeles 
2028 Olympics.

A 
pop-up stadi-

um is a small port-
able stadium made 
from repurposed 

containers

JERSEY 7

MS Dhoni’s iconic No. 7 joins Sachin Tendulkar’s 
No. 10 as both the jersey numbers have been 
retired now. The Board of Control for Cricket 

in India (BCCI) has retired  
MS Dhoni’s iconic No. 7 jersey, 
said BCCI sources. This  

practice of retiring jerseys is 
not uncommon and serves 
as a way to recognise the 
contributions of legendary 

players.

IN SOCIAL MEDIA RACE, 
YouTube is numero uno

FOR GENZ
According to Pew survey, 
Gen Z is addicted to YouTube, 
as 1 in 6 teens visit the  
video-sharing portal daily

T
een usage of social media 
hasn’t dropped much, despite 
rising concerns about its 
effects on the mental health 

of adolescents, a survey from the 
Pew Research Institute found. But 
the data also found that roughly one 
in six teens describe their use of 
two platforms — YouTube and TikTok 
— as “almost constant”.

of teens 
said they visit 
YouTube  

daily

71%

said they 
used  

Snapchat 
daily

51%

said they 
used 

Facebook
daily

16%

said they 
use  

Instagram
daily

47%

said they used 
TikTok daily58%

IN NUMBERS

In a survey conducted by Times NIE on 
social media habits these were the results:

FINDINGS
 YouTube remains the most popular 

social media platform among 71% teens, 
with majority saying they use it daily. 

 Runners-up included TikTok, Snapchat 
and Instagram, although all three trailed 
YouTube. 

 Facebook is more popular among 
poorer US communities, as is TikTok, 
among teens in households earning 
$75,000 or more a year.

 Pew survey, ‘Teens, Social Media 
and Technology’, was conducted from 
Sept 26 to Oct 23, 2023, with 1,453 
teens aged 13 to 17 years in the US.

Social media you 
are on?
 YouTube: 44%
 Instagram: 34%

 Pinterest: 3% 
 Facebook: 2%
 X: 1%
 None: 16%

As many as 1,675 students pan-India took 
part in an online survey conducted  
during September to October 2023

I am all over the place. I 
am also on the dark 
web.... Fifteen years 

ago, you measured aca-
demic institutions by how 

many students got hired by Google or went 
abroad. Now, it is about what kind of plat-
forms the students of a particular institu-
tion are building for the world.
Union MoS For Electronics and IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar

Quote

As Nelson Mandela rightly 
said,“Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world”. 

W
e are in a com-
petitive world, 
let us accept the 
fact that we are 

in a dynamic society. 
Change is the only constant 
in the universe. But this 
should not be at the cost of  
surrendering our culture 
and spiritual values.

Moder n education 
should be framed along 
with spiritual values and 
life skills. The intelligence 

quotient of  today’s genera-
tion is way more than that 
of  the older ones, but when 
it comes to emotional quo-
tient, it is compromising. 
Stress is part of  our life, 
leading to frustration. 
Through spiritual educa-
tion, we can stabilize the 
minds of  our children.

Spirituality is linked to 
many important aspects of  
life. A spiritual person is 
more tolerant, has a posi-
tive attitude, maintains 
positive relationships, has 
high self-esteem, is optimis-

tic, and cares about others. 
The purpose of  combining 
spirituality with education 
is to prepare our children 
for life and learn from vari-
ous situations they are 
likely to come across in 
their lives.

India is the cradle of  
spiritualism. We are fortu-
nate to be blessed with spir-
itual instincts. When the 
world is turning towards 
India for spiritual training, 
wistfully we are unaware of  
the divinity of  the same.

School is a miniature 
society that enhances the 
intelligence and character 
— that is the goal of  true 
education. Moral and spir-
itual education should be 
an essential activity of  
every school and college. 

Educational institutions 
should not only provide for-
mal education but also pro-
vide opportunities for our 
students to become well-
groomed individuals. Pro-
viding holistic education 
that motivates and empow-
ers our students to be life-
long learners and produc-
tive members of  society 
should be the goal. As the 
stakeholders, let us strive to 
nurture morally, ethically, 
and spiritually strong stu-
dents.

It is with the govern-
ment and educationalists to 
embrace spiritual values 
and frame the curriculum 
to encompass spiritual wis-
dom as a base and make 
India the land where one 
can find peace and truth.

P
G E
rincipal
uest ditor

P
G E
rincipal
uest ditor

Meena C, principal, BGS 

World School, 

Mahalakshmipuram

Time to include spirituality in education 
for well-groomed, mentally sound pupils

This edition of The 
Times of India you hold 
today is a special edi-
tion that has been excl-
u sively edited by 
Meena C, Principal, 
BGS World School, 
Mahalakshmipuram, 
Bengaluru, and her 
team, to bring you a 
feel of what a youth 
newspaper sho uld be 
like. We invited them to 
visit our pre m ises, to 
write and edit articles 
and opinions for you.

IN INDIA

Guest Edition
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02 “Let’s go invent tomorrow instead of worrying about 
what happened yesterday.”  – STEVE JOBS

STEAM
LANGUAGE/CAREER

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2023

Gone are the days of rote learning! STEAM (STEM with Art) education is a learning technique that provides children 
with deep concept understanding. Times NIE brings to you all the skill sets — be it in goal setting, career decisions, 

critical thinking or boosting your personalty with good communication — that has been designed by our experts

2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 4 1 1T H E L E A R N I N G C A N V A S

P
ursuing a career in the hospitality industry 
can be rewarding and exciting. At the same 
time, do remember that it does involve a lot 
of hard work, perseverance and odd hours. 

Here are some steps a student can take to build a 
successful career in this field:

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:

Consider pursuing a degree in hospitality manage-
ment, hotel management, or a related field. Many 
universities and colleges offer specific pro-
grammes tailored to the hospitality industry.

GAIN RELEVANT EXPERIENCE:

Internships and part-time jobs in the hospitality 
industry can provide valuable hands-on experi-
ence. Look for opportunities in hotels, restaurants, 
event management, or travel agencies.

DEVELOP SOFT SKILLS:

Hospitality is a people-centric industry, so devel-
oping excellent communication, customer service, 
and interpersonal skills is crucial. Focus on prob-
lem-solving, adaptability, and a positive attitude.

LANGUAGE SKILLS:

Depending on the type of hospitality career you’re 
interested in, having proficiency in multiple lan-
guages can be a significant asset, especially in 
roles that involve dealing with guests.

SPECIALISE IN A NICHE:

Consider specialising in a specific aspect of the 
hospitality industry, such as event management, 
hotel administration, restaurant management, or 
tourism. Specialisation can make you stand out in 
the job market.

JOB SEARCH AND INTERNSHIP PLACEMENT:

Utilise career services offered by your educational 
institution to find internships and job opportuni-
ties. Additionally, explore online job boards, com-
pany websites, and industry-specific platforms.

GET TALKING

5 WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS

KNOW YOUR IDIOMS

SA
Y

 I
T 

R
IG

H
T

Day-to-day English is full of 
words and idioms created by 
the Bard. Some of these expres-

sions were not created by 
Shakespeare, but he made them 
incredibly popular and brought them 
to our days. Do you want to know 
what idioms you use are a living tes-
timony of the genius of William 
Shakespeare? 

1  BREAK THE ICE: In case you don’t 
know, breaking the ice means to 

start getting to know people, avoid-
ing social awkwardness and formality, 
and becoming more relaxed with a 
person whom you have not met earli-
er. Break the ice as a metaphor made 
its first appearance in ‘The Taming of 
the Shrew’ (Act 1, Scene 2) as a term 
for a social gesture: 

2  DEAD AS A DOORNAIL: This 
idiom is used to indicate that 

something is lifeless. “As dead as a 
doornail” is a very old English phrase 
that Shakespeare used and popular-
ized in Henry IV Part 2.

3  IN A PICKLE: This idiom is used 
to refer to a difficult situation or a 

troubling quandary. Shakespeare 
associated drinking too much to trou-
bles, and if you think about it makes 
sense, since many pickling processes 
use alcohol.

4  NIGHT OWL: Are you a night 
owl? If you heard someone calling 

themselves or others “a night 
owl”, you know this expres-
sion is used to refer to 
people who stay up late at 
night or goes to bed late. At 
first “night owl” and “owl” 
were synonyms. Its figurative 
use as a reference to people 
began in the 16th century. 

Shakespeare used it in 1594 in ‘The 
Rape of Lucrece’.

5  TO CATCH A COLD: I know, I 
know, crazy, right? Whenever you 

complain about a flu, you’re talking 
Shakespeare! The Bard came up with 
the idea that cold caused illness for 
the first time in ‘Cymbeline’ (Act 1, 
Scene 4).

6  TO LIE LOW: To conceal oneself; 
to remain hidden. Even though 

many variants existed since the 13th 
century, Shakespeare used it in its 
present form in ‘Much 
Ado About 
Nothing’, 

1599.

C ommunication skills 
are essential for stu-
dents to succeed aca-

demically, socially, and pro-
fessionally.  Communica-
tion skills are closely linked 
to critical thinking skills. 
Students who can commu-
nicate effectively are better 
able to analyse and evaluate 
information, and to develop 
and express their own ide-
as. Here are 5 ways you 
could hone your ability to 
communicate:

Record a video: Take 
any topic and write about 
that topic in your notebook. 
Then record your video 
with whatever you have 
written and listen to it and 
analyse your mistakes. Do 
this every day, improve it 
and it will increase your 

confidence as it is a fact that 
practice makes a man 

perfect.
Think before 

you speak: Don’t 
speak rubbish. First, 

pause and think in 
your mind and then 
speak. It will work for 
you.

Start reading English 
newspapers: Believe me, 
this will work 100% for you 

if  you read the newspaper 
consistently. Within one 
month you will start to see 
changes in yourself.

Practice in front of  a 
mirror: Think of  any topic 
and start speaking in front 
of  the mirror with full con-
fidence by giving attention 
to your gestures, body lan-
guage, smile, etc.

Read, Read & Read: 
Read a thousand books and 
your words will flow like a 
river. It is not an easy task 
but start reading with story 
books because it will de-
velop an interest in you for 
reading. In the first month 
only read short English sto-
ries. This is just to help you 
develop a habit of  reading, 
then start with novels, self-
help books, fiction, non-fic-
tion and more.

When Sudha comes last in the heats for the district level athletics competition, her 
physical education teacher tells her to work on her strength and endurance with a 

protein-rich diet. Read the story spun by Saisudha Sugavanam, senior project manager, 
The Spoken Tutorial Project, IIT Bombay on the importance of proteins in our diet

BUILDING BLOCKS OF BODY

WHEN TO USE FISH
When used as a noun, fish is 
described as a singular fish or 
multiple fish. It is a common, 
well-recognized word and does 
not require the addition of an “s” 
to make it plural. You can use fish 
to describe one fish, a school of 
fish, or a specific fish species. For 
example:  My fish, Nemo, was 
all alone in the fish-
bowl before I bought 
him a snail for com-
pany.  We saw three 
Manta-Ray fish dur-

ing our glass bottom cruise.

WHEN TO USE FISHES
Scientists use ‘fishes’. Scientists 

who study fish 

(they’re called “ichthyologists”) 
— “Ichthys” is Greek for “fish” 
— often refer to different spe-
cies as fishes. As a noun, fishes 
is a scientific term that 
describes more than one species 
of fish in a group. Fish can be 
used in its stead, but fishes 
helps you recognize there is 
more than one type of fish being 
referred to. For example:  The 
biologist was studying the diver-
sity of the fishes in the isolated 

mountain lake. 
 We saw 15 dif-
ferent types of 
fishes on our trip.

There are many colleges and universities 
around the world that offer hospitality man-
agement programmes. The choice of a spe-

cific institution will depend on various factors 
such as location, programme reputation, faculty, 
and personal preferences. As of my last knowl-
edge update in January 2022, here are some 
well-known institutions that offer hospitality man-
agement programmes:

CULINARY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA (CIA): USA

ECOLE HÔTELIÈRE DE LAUSANNE (EHL) : 
Switzerland

CORNELL UNIVERSITY, SCHOOL OF HOTEL 
ADMINISTRATION: USA

LES ROCHES GLOBAL HOSPITALITY 
EDUCATION: Switzerland, Spain, China, and the 
USA

GLION INSTITUTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION: 
Switzerland and the UK

HOTEL SCHOOL THE HAGUE: Netherlands

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS (UNLV), 
WILLIAM F. HARRAH COLLEGE OF 
HOSPITALITY: USA

ROSEN COLLEGE OF HOSPITALITY 
MANAGEMENT, UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL 
FLORIDA: USA

HONG KONG POLYTECHNIC UNIV, SCHOOL OF 
HOTEL AND TOURISM MGMT: Hong Kong

BLUE MOUNTAINS INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 
MANAGEMENT SCHOOL (BMIHMS): Australia

INSTITUTE OF HOTEL MANAGEMENT (PUSA): 
India

CAREER

INTERESTED in 
HOSPITALITY 

industry?

O
ne day, a very excited Sudha tells 
her mom that she has been chosen 
to represent her school for the dis-
trict athletics meet. But at the 
heats, she realises that she is not as 

good in athletics as others. Seeing a disappoint-
ed Sudha, the physical education teacher decides 
to give her a pep talk. While doing so, he also 
enlightens Sudha about the importance of a pro-
tein-rich diet. Read the story...

SUDHA: lalalala lalalalala (Sudha 
comes home singing)

AMMA: What is it Sudha, you seem 
to be very happy?

SUDHA: I’ve been chosen to represent 
my school in the district athletics meet 
next month. Only four students 
from my school have been cho-
sen and I’m one of them. 

AMMA: Very good Sudha. Do 
well and make us all proud. Ok?

SUDHA: Ok amma.

PT SIR: Sudha, Ramya, Varsha and 
Veena, you’ve all been chosen to 
represent our school at the dis-
trict athletics meet. For the 
next one month, we will be 
practising every day. All of you 
must work hard to win a medal 
for our school. Finish your warm-up and 
come, we will do a mock race. 

PT SIR: All of you, when I say on 
your mark, get set, go, 
and blow the whistle, 
you must start running. 
I will blow the next 
whistle when you 
reach the 100 metres 
mark. I will keep track 
of your timings. Take your 

practice sessions seriously and focus. On your 
mark, get set and go (he blows the whistle). 
After sometime, he blows the whistle again.

PT SIR: Good job all of you. Ramya first, 
Varsha second, Veena third and fourth is 
Sudha. See you all tomorrow for the practice. 
All of you can go home now.

While all of them have left, PT sir spots Sudha 
crying alone near the school canteen.

PT SIR: Why haven’t you left for home Sudha? 
Why are you crying here near the canteen? 

SUDHA: I’m sad that I came last today sir. I 
really want to win a medal for our school in 
the district athletics meet. 

PT SIR: You started very fast Sudha and then 
you lost the momentum. You need strength 
and endurance. Start eating protein rich food 
and you will start seeing results soon.

SUDHA: What foods are rich in protein sir? 

And, what do they do to my body?

PT SIR: Before I answer that question, I want 
to tell you what happens to your body when 
you exercise. 

SUDHA: When you exercise, your muscles get 
slightly torn and lose its mass. When you eat 
protein rich food like egg whites, meat, fish, 
and vegetarian proteins like daal, soya chunks, 
and nuts, the amino acids in the protein helps 
in the recovery of the injured muscles. The 
amino acids also promote muscle growth.  

PT SIR: When you have stronger muscles, 
you will feel less tired and will also be 
able to run faster. 

Our body also needs other 
nutrients like carbohy-
drates, fats, vitamins, min-

erals, roughage, and water 
for it to function well. A bal-
anced diet is the food that 
contains all of these.

SUDHA: Wow, I never knew our 
food has so many things. 

PT SIR: I think I have a 
food chart in my bag 
(takes out his bag and 

looks for the food chart). 
Here you go. It has a list of 
foods rich in these compo-
nents and it also has 
details on how much you 

need to make it a balanced diet. 
Make good use of this chart in mak-
ing your own balanced diet. 

SUDHA: Thank you sir!

Having strong communication skills aids in all 
aspects of life – from professional life to  

personal life and everything that falls in between

The noun “fish” has two dif-
ferent, completely accepta-
ble plurals — “fish” and 
“fishes”— but “fish” is by far 
the most common plural

FISH OR FISHES?

SHAKESPEARE USED IN 
EVERYDAY ENGLISH

Colleges to pursue 
hospitality management

You just have to give 1 
hour to this daily. 15 mins 

to write and record a 
video, 15 mins to read a 
newspaper, 15 mins to 

read a short story, and 15 
mins to practice in front 

of a mirror.

What’s your favourite protein rich 
food? Send us the recipe to  

toinie175@gmail.com

Rohit Bhasi
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It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory 
of Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the 

classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL 03SCHOOL IS COOL
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W
ith the aim of  advanc-
ing the cause of  edu-
cation and dissemina-
tion of  knowledge to 
the masses, Sri Adi-

chunchanagiri Shikshana Trust (R.) 
was established in 1973 by His Holi-
ness Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri Padmab-
hushana Dr. Balagangadharanatha 
Mahaswamiji. To this day its efforts 
are focused towards propagating edu-
cation, research and service to hu-
manity at large. 

Under the guidance and vision of  
his  Holiness Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri 
Dr. Nirmalanandanatha Mahaswa-
miji, the 72nd Pontiff  of  Sri Adichun-
chanagiri Math, BGS World School 
came into existence in the year 2017

Since then, we are committed for 
creating and supporting a diverse and 
inclusive learning community which 
fosters an understanding of  personal 
differences and supportive reflection 
that will promote the ability to recog-
nize and value the strengths of  diver-

sity in our community.
We are committed to foster the 

personal transformation of  our stu-
dents through a thoughtful and ap-
propriate mentoring program and 
curriculum embedded in the stu-
dent-centered pedagogy. We 
believe that the virtues 
and behaviours charac-
terize the personal 
identity of  each stu-
dent. We believe this 
transformation is a 
continual process 
t h a t  i s  l e a r n e d , 
thoughtfully designed, 
evaluated, and role-mod-
eled, to be successful.

For achieving this, we 
partner with students and families 
to help them achieve the highest pos-
sible academic outcomes, whilst pro-
viding the support and care that each 
student needs to excel and be 
equipped to for life.

Our institution is well equipped 

with impressive infrastructure which 
includes a beautiful campus, custom-
ized library, and expertise faculty 
with student-centric approach.

VISION
To inculcate the strong 

sense of  culture, spiritu-
ality, and patriotism 
that provides holistic 
development and con-
structive thought pro-
cess which trans-
forms the student into 

socially responsible 
and successful individu-

als.

MISSION
‘Vidya, Gnan, Tantragnan Sahitam’ 
being our motto we strive to  empow-
er our children of  today; to envision 
the prospects of  tomorrow in a sus-
tainable, democratic, economically 
and educationally empowered envi-

ronment. 
To better equip our students to be 

pre-eminent academically with ex-
ceptional competence in their ana-
lytical and creative approach to face 
all challenges. 

To instill a deep desire and chal-
lenging mind set to optimistically 
engage in innovative ways and create 
positive social changes and ‘Be the 
Change’. 

Our students would develop a 
sense of  ownership and collaborate 
an approach that prioritizes human-
ity and culture, enabling the growth 
of  the society in the midst of  true 
moral and ethical values.

We leave no stone unturned and 
provide all possible academic and co-
curricular exposure for our students. 
With the support of  Mahaswamiji, 
management and highly competent 
and proficient staff  we are providing 
holistic education which is strongly 
rooted to integrity, sensitivity, and 
spirituality, embracing individuality.

Supporting inclusive learning community, with sense of culture, spirituality

A ‘Drone Expo’ was conducted on the school campus, 
which helped create awareness about STEM. Stu-
dents could ask questions about its construction 

and application, introducing them to the wonders of  drone 
technology. This expo also helped them understand the 
immense career opportunities in the field of  robotics, ar-
tificial intelligence and unmanned aerial vehicles. 

When a drone sprinkled water on our students, it was 
enough to bring smiles to their faces.

DRONE EXPO: AN EYE-OPENER

The Jnanankura 
ceremony was 
perfor med at 

the school on August 
30,  2023, along with 
Saraswati homa, led 
by his holiness Sri Sri 
Sri Nirmalanandana-
tha Maha Swamiji. It 
has been the culture 
of  the school to per-
form Aksharabhyasa, 
a religious ceremony 
in which the child is 
initiated into educa-
tion. By performing 
this ceremony as per 
shastras, a child is ready 
to receive formal school edu-

cation with the blessings of  
Lord Ganesha and Matha 

Saraswati and start school-
ing life successfully. 

BLESSINGS FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Students of  BGS 
World School 
participated in 

the International 
Cultural  Jambo-
ree-2022 organised 
by Bharath Scouts 
and Guides, Karna-
t a k a ,  a t  M o o d -
abidari, Dakshina 
Kannada from De-
cember 21 to 27, 2022. 
It aimed at promot-
ing peace, tolerance 
a n d  s o l i d a r i t y 
among the youth. 
Over 5,00,000 students 
from all over the country 
and 13 foreign countries, 
including Canada, Malay-
sia, Thailand, Indonesia, 

Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, 
took part in the jamboree. 
Innumerable events like 
science mela, book mela, 
krishi mela, music concert, 

yoga were organised. This 
truly boosted the essence 
of  national integrity and 
upheld the spirit of  ‘Ek 
Bharat Shreesta Bharat’.

BOOSTING NATIONAL INTEGRITY

In d i a  b e l i e v e s 
cleanliness is an 
important virtue. 

The Bhagavad Gita 
describes it as one of  
the divine qualities 
which one must prac-
tice. Reiterating the 
importance of  cleanli-
ness in our surround-
ing, Swachhata Pakh-
wada as a part of  
Swachhata Abhiyan, 
was initiated by Gov-
ernment of  India, 
with the objective of  
bringing a fortnight 
of  intense focus on the is-
sues and practices of  
Swachhata, meaning clean-
liness. The school observes 
Swachhata Pakhwada eve-

ry year. The main purpose 
of  this programme is to 
create awareness among 
students about the need 
and importance of  keeping 

the environment clean. 
Teaching & non-teaching 
staff  will also be an essen-
tial part of  this cleanliness 
drive. 

MAKING CLEANLINESS A PRIORITYINSPIRING LEADERSHIP IN STUDENTS

The high school stu-
dents were fortu-
nate to witness the  

Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly session at Vid-
hana Soudha on July 11, 
2023.

It was  a great learn-
ing experience for stu-
dents and teachers who 
witnessed the repre-
sentative of  people in 
democracy discussing 
matters related to the 
welfare of  the state.

This experience will 
motivate our young stu-
dents who dream of  tak-
ing up leadership roles. 
It will inspire them to 
bring in positive chang-
es in society. 

A learning experience A peek into some important events that provided students 
with unique opportunities to observe and learn…

Top-notch triumphs of inspired students

Inchara S K of class VI secured third rank in state 
level camp (level-II) examination, Karnataka of 
Vidyarthi Vigyan Manthan 2023-24: A digital based 
science talent search examination for emerging India 
(VVM 2023-24). It was organised by Vijnana Bharati 
(VIBHA) in association with National Council of 
Science Museums, ministry of culture, govt. of India 
and National Council of Educational Research and 
Training (NCERT). The exam was conducted to pro-
mote scientific curiosity among students and identify future young scientists.

“ Success is there when you continue 
to break your own records.”
Nakul Kumar of class I entered the 
‘India Book of Records’ under the cate-
gory ‘Young Achievers’ for being ‘The 
fastest kid to recall the names of all 
opera- tional metro stations of BMRCL 

(Bangalore Metro Rail 
Co-operation Ltd). Nakul 
recalled the names of all 
52 operational metro 

stations of BMRCL 
including Purple and 

Green lines in 2 
mins and 3 
sec, at the 
age of 6 
years and 4 
months.

TOTAL RECALL

Easha S of class I has made us proud by 
entering the International Book of 

Records. The four-year-old 
achieved the 
world record for 
‘Maximum 
General 
Knowledge 
Questions 
Answered by a 
Kid’. She 
answered 302 

general knowledge ques-
tions and 
broke the 

previous 
record of 260 GK 
questions 
answered. 

GREAT KNOWLEDGE

“Science is a way of understanding nature, 
but it is also a way of understanding our-
selves.”
In the spirit of National Science Day on 
February 28, U R Rao Satellite Centre 
(URSC),( formerly known as ISRO 
Satellite Centre - ISAC) , conducts var-
ious science related activities with 
school students. Giving students the right 
podium to showcase their talent has been 
one of the motives of the school. This 
year, students enthusiastically participat-
ed in various events like science temper 
and science elocution, apart from events 
for teachers. The students gave promis-
ing performances. Teacher Seema M P 
was successful in bagging the second 
prize in presentation, on the topic 
‘Global Science for Global Welfare’.

AWARD-WINNING PRESENTATION

SCIENCE TALENT SHINES

An enjoyable, exhilirating 
and educative experience

Times NIE recently 
gave us an opportu-
nity of  a lifetime. 

Our school would be edit-
ing an issue and we stu-
dents could showcase our 
talents by contributing 
articles, poems, drawings 
and other pieces that would 
be published in the news-
paper. What a massive op-
portunity! 

There was a buzz in the 
classroom the day we got to 
know about this. Each of  
us tried to decide what 
topic to choose. Writing 
these articles got our crea-
tive juices flowing and en-

couraged us to broaden our 
horizons in our respective 
topics.

On our arrival at the 
editorial office, we were 
excited but also nervous 
and anxious. After all, we 
were going to accomplish a 
massive task. However, as 
we were briefed on what to 
do, our fear slowly dissi-
pated. We were going to be 
the junior editors for a day! 
Indeed, it was a prestigious 
opportunity. Working on 
the newspaper articles, try-
ing to identify every min-
ute mistake and improvis-
ing our articles awakened 

our observation skills, 
strengthened our vocabu-
lary and coordination as a 
team.

Visiting Times NIE 
was an extremely enjoya-
ble and educational experi-
ence. We got a glimpse into 
the life of  an editor, and we 
thoroughly enjoyed it. By 
the end of  the day, we had 
a sense of  satisfaction of  
achievement. We were ex-
cited about going back to 
our school the next day and 
sharing our experiences 
with our friends.

___ student editorial team

Photo: Credit

Pearl D of Prep II has set a new record in the Karnataka Achievers Book 
of Records under the children’s category by 
identifying and pronouncing insects, jumble 
words, fruits, shapes, animals, birds, trans-
port, organs, and other objects. The little 
genius has also set a record in India Book 
Records 2021 for identifying seven body 
parts, 12 Kannada alphabet, words associated 
with the English alphabet, 14 vegetables, 13 fruits, 18 types of transport, 19 
birds, six shapes, nine random objects, 15 animals and eight animal sounds.

LITTLE GENIUS

The student editors of BGS World School, Mahalakshmipuram, Bengaluru, correct the 
pages of their edition at the Times NIE office. 
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To sift is to isolate that which is most important after examining it thoroughly. 
With newsy challenges, writing practice and working on your critical thinking 

skills, this weekly page is here to help you sift and skill
SKILL SIFT

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2023

YOUR OPINION

O
ur school bags were getting heavier day 
by day. This might be because we tend to 
carry a lot of  books.  We do not declutter 
our bags. This causes a lot of  health is-

sues and affects our posture. So looking at this our 
school came up with a lot of  ideas for reducing 
the weight of  our bag. We have a scheduled home 
work routine, so we carry respective books only 
on certain days. There are shelves in all the class-
es where we can leave behind the books that we 
do not require at home for the day. Besides, guide-
lines have been sent to parents regarding the type 
of  bag to be purchased, to ensure weight manage-
ment. The school reminds us to declutter our bags 
from time to time.

A No-bag Day is also scheduled in 
our school. This is 
the day when we 

learn the most, com-
pletely through ac-

tivities. This helps 
us to be 

healthi-
er and 
g r o w 
happily.
Yashu 

S, class VIII, BGS World 
School, Mahalakshmipuram, 
Bengaluru
Students, tell us your opin-

ion in the space below: 
Prompts: 1. What do you feel 
about the weight of your school 

bag? 2. What are the health hazards from carrying a heavy bag? 3. What 
are the measures taken by your school to reduce the weight of your bag? 
4. Write down you ideas to reduce the weight of your bag?

Do give us your feedback and how you found this page useful.  
Please write to us at  toinie175@gmail.com

1. Think of  an interesting catch 
phrase. (Not more than 3 words)

2. Name the type of  pencil used for 
creating the sketch.

3. Can you write a creative story 
based on the sketch.  

GET THE PICTURE

M
y inspiration, which is influ-
enced by creative imagination 
and pure innocence and takes 
me to another world, is Sudha 

Murty. I have read seven of her books. 
These books take me to the magical 
world of imagination. She writes the 
truth and understands the reader’s 
(the child) mind. She creates a bond 
between her story and the reader 
through her narration. Books like ‘How I 
Taught My Grandmother To Read’, ‘How 
Earth Got Its Beauty’, ‘The Gopi Diaries - 
Coming Home, Finding Love, and Growing 
Up’ are my favorites. These books have 
been my holiday companions. I felt I was 
a part of her stories. I would recommend 
that you too read these books. Even a 
non-reader will fall in love with reading. I 
learnt how to respect elders, I have 
become an animal lover, learnt to be 
down to earth, and would not miss a 
chance to listen to a story from grand-
ma. Reading Sudha Amma’s books is a 
blessed gift for me. The journey till 
now has been the 
best part of my life.

G Veeksha, class IV, BGS 
World School, 
Mahalakshmipuram, 
Bengaluru

What does the drawing portray?
Use your 

imagination to 
describe the 

feelings in this 
drawing

M
Y

 S
PA

CE

HOW TO USE THIS PAGE

Question 1: The kind of  
draw that happens in 
chess when one side has 
no legal moves to make.
  Checkmate
  Adjournment
  Stalemate
  Fianchetto

Question 2: The theory 
that states an imbalance 
in evolution of  the solar 

cycle.
  Waldmeier Theory
  Dynamo Theory
   Modern Laplacian 
Theory
  Solar Imbalance Theo-
ry 

Question 3: Name the In-
dian women listed most 

powerful in the Forbes 
2023.
  Sudha Murthy
  Kiram Majumdar Shaw
  Indra Nooyi
  Chanda Kochhar

Question 4: Which evac-
uation 
mission 
was 
launched 
by India 
to bring 
back citi-
zens 
trapped in 
war-hit Israel.
  Operation Ganga
  Operation Vijay
  Operation Zindagi
  Operation Ajay

THE WEEKLY NEWS QUIZ

MEANING 
A person seized or held as security for the fulfil-
ment of  a condition.
someone being taken as a prisoner by an enemy  
to force the other people  to fulfil a demand

USED IN CONTEXT 
 Israel has bombarded Gaza from the air, imposed 
a siege and launched a ground offensive in retali-
ation for an Oct. 7 attack by Hamas that Israel says 
killed 1,200 people and saw 240 people taken hos-
tage.

Compiled by Achinthya  J, class VI,  BGS World 
School, Mahalakshmipuram, Bengaluru

This word was in news recently 

when a relative of two Israeli 

Arab Bedouins held hostage 

called for their release. Can 

you use it in a sentence?

Hostage
ho·stuhj-/Noun

WRITE SENTENCE HERE

Hostage:

WORD OF THE DAY

ANSWERS: 1.(c) Stalemate, 2.(a) Waldmeier Theory, 3.(b) Kiram Majumdar 
Shaw, 4.(d) Operation Ajay

Share your thoughts at toinie175@gmail.com

SHOOTING STAR: Priyambika D M, class 
VI, BGSWS, Mahalakshmipuram, Bluru

GANDHI: Kritav S 
B, class VI, BGS 
World School, 
Mahalakshmipuram,  
Bengaluru

SUDHA MURTY AMMA:  AN 
EPITOME OF INSPIRATION

What is your opinion on 
carrying a heavy bag?

It was a pleasant Diwali morning. 
My younger brother came running 
to me merrily jumping. He said 

“have you got Diwali wishes from Vi-
rat Kohli? I have got one”. I was 
shocked to see Virat Kohli had sent a 
video message to him. How is it pos-
sible! When I saw the video, I remem-
bered what I had read in the newspa-
per. It is a deep fake video.

WHAT IS DEEP FAKE 
TECHNOLOGY?
Artificial Intelligent Systems 
are becoming very good at 
creating fake images and vid-
eos. Deep fake is content cre-
ated using Artificial  Intelli-
gence (AI)-generated images, 

videos and audios with an intention 
to deceive people. These are created 
and altered or synthesized with the 
aid of  deep learning. They make it ap-
pear such that people believe it to be 
real. People have even lost money be-
cause of  these fraudulent messages.

SOCIAL MEDIA AND DEEP FAKE
It is important for people to distinguish 
between fake videos and real videos. It 

can propel gender, race and age 
biases. It can reinforce harmful 
stereotypes and put people at 
risk.

Gehna Jain, class IX, BGS World 
School, Mahalakshmipuram, 
Bengaluru

GOOD TO KNOW

DEEP FAKE TECHNOLOGY

THE MAGIC OF POSITIVE THINKING

Positive thinking is the super-
power for my mind. It is not 
just about being happy all the 

time. It is like putting on a pair of 
glasses that helps me see challeng-
es as opportunities and tough times 
as chances to grow.

Positive thinking is more than just 
feeling good. For me, it is to believe 
in myself and my abilities to get 
through the tough stuff. I imagine 
facing problems like puzzles written 
for me to solve. That is the power 
of positive thinking. It helps me to 
figure out things with a hopeful and 
determined attitude.
When something tricky comes up, I 
think “I got this!” It’s like being a 
superhero in my own story. Positive 
thinking helps me to see challenges 
as a chance to learn and get better.
At school, positivity is like having a 

magic spell during 
tests. Instead of 
stressing out, I 
think “I can do 
this!” and the next second, I do my 
best. It’s not about me being perfect; 
it’s about my determination and belief 
in myself. So, my journey with posi-
tive thinking is like being on a quest 
to make every day a little more awe-
some. It’s not easy but wearing these 
positive thinking glasses makes the 
adventure worth it!
Nihal Kulkarni, class IX, BGS World 
School, Mahalakshmipuram, B’luru

THE TWO POVERTIES
Boy! Beggar’s boy come with me to 
the shore
Where the sun does dance to the 
seagull song.
A great way from the Slums’ damp  
way
What say? Come with me; make 
merry today,
What say?

Nay! To make merry I have plans 
today
To run about till my heart gives out
To then laugh and joke about my 
heart giving out
What say, nay I say, what bear shore 
faraway?

Why boy? Many pleasures await in 
shore faraway
To wash away the slums’ melanchol-
ic malaise.  
Why make tedious journey for the 
same story.
The man stood, thinking of the boy’s 

poverty of will. 

Thought the man of men in poverty 
of will,
Men to rather take joyy in shallow 
pleasure, 
From a small magic rectangle* rath-
er than a journey,
Make tedious jour-
ney to accomplish 
deeds great. 
Aryan Vikas Khoday, 
class IX, BGS World 
School, 
Mahalakshmipuram, 
Bengaluru

Compiled by Puneeth K, class IX, BGS World School, Mahalakshmipuram, Bengaluru

HOW IT WAS 
MADE?
  The sketch is 
made using 
glass marking 
pencil, and 
black card-
board. This 
type of sketch 
brings out real-
istic features 
with very 
appealing end 
results.
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It is a known fact that Shakespeare is  not for 
the 16th Century only. He is a dramatist for 
all ages and eternity. 

Modern academics has included Shakespeare 
at the school level. There are reasons for this. 
Literature helps students learn life skills. 
Through the dramas of Shakespeare, students 
learn universal truths or facts. These facts are 
true to this generation too. Quoting real life 
examples in the classroom indicates 
that Shakespeare is in the present and 
not obsolete. For example, The refer-
ence to infancy, adoles-cence, youth, 
old age in As you like it,speaks about 
the 7 stages in a man’s life.
Speaking about moral values, we have 

many to quote.  “How far that little candle 
throws its beams! So shines a good deed in a 
naughty world.” This quote from ‘Merchant Of 
Venice’ is very meaningful. It tells us that in 
this world that is filled with wickedness, a 
good deed is most necessary. This is com-
pared to a little candle that throws its light far 
and wide, when surrounded by darkness. 
In this world, filled with good as well as bad, 

these little quotes and examples elu-
cidated in a classroom makes a huge 
impression. Such is the experience 
and excellence of Shakespeare!

Lakshmi Venkatadri, English Teacher, 
BGS World School Mahalakshmipuram, 

Bengaluru

TEACHERSPEAK

William Shakespeare for eternity!

Art has opened up many 
opportunities for me

From a young age, art and all 
that goes into art has fasci-
nated me and kept me 

intrigued.
No matter how awful my day is, a 
canvas always gives me the most 
comfort. My art journey has been 
a very positive learning journey 
and growing process for me, and 
it is something that I take pride 
in.
Art has always played a signifi-
cant role in my life. I am always 
curious and excited about learn-
ing new things. It has helped me 
to recognize my artistic talents. 
Art has not only allowed me to 
develop skills and techniques in 
art like painting and drawing, but 
also opened opportunities for me 
to appreciate the history and cul-
ture of the world. 

My art teacher 
Manjula has 
played a major 
role in my devel-
opment. She has 
always inspired me to give my 
best in every art work. 
My parents help me by giving 
prompt opinions about my art. My 
friends do appreciate my artwork 
and always motivate me to do 
better every time. I believe ‘Art is 
not what you see, but what you 
make others see’.
I have gone through many emo-
tional changes in my life. I feel 
that I am constantly changing, but 
the one thing that has stayed 
constant within me is my art.
Shareika G, class IX, BGS World 

School, Mahalakshmipuram, 

Bengaluru

‘Skill Sift’ is a page designed to 
promote the “21st century 

skills” or the 3Ls:
 Learning Skills: Critical 

Thinking, Creativity & 
Innovation, Collaboration, 
Communication

Literacy Skills: Information 
Literacy, Media Literacy, 

Technology Literacy
 Life Skills: Flexibility and 

Adaptability, Leadership and 
Responsibility, Initiative and Self-

Direction, Productivity & 

Accountability, Social and Cross-Cultural 
Interaction

You can use this page daily to:
1. Enhance critical and creative thinking 
skills
2. Increase news awareness
3. Start a discussion on important  
current topics
4. Expand worldviews
5. Improve writing skills
6. Enhance visual thinkingWield a pencil, sharpen your 

mind and get cracking. Try 
this Times NIE worksheet that is 
set to keep your brain ticking

04

u Small magic rectangle refers to cubical slum and mobile phone

CCI NG 3.7 Product: TOINieBS PubDate: 18-12-2023 Zone: Bangalore Edition: 1 Page: 4NIEBGP User: cci Time: 12-17-2023 18:58 Color:



All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. So the best way to pull  
yourself up is by indulging in mind teasers and laughter riots. Need a 
chill pill? Get into the WIZARD’S CORNER! 05WIZARD’S CORNER

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2023

WUZZLES

GO FIGURE
Place the four numbers in the first, third, 
fifth, and seventh boxes and whichever  
operators you want to use in the second, 
fourth, and sixth boxes in the correct order  
to get the answer. Use the numbers only once.

THE OPERATORS

X + —

10=
1 4 4

EASY

9

20=MEDIUM

1 4 7 7

2=HARD

3 3 7 9

4 + 9 + 1 - 4 = 10 Easy

 Medium

 Hard
SO

LU
TI

O
N

S:
7 - 4 x 7 - 1 = 20
3 - 3 - 7 + 9 = 2

BRAIN TEASER: SPOT 6 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THESE PICS

DO YOU KNOW THE MEANING OF THIS METAPHOR? 

HOW TO PLAY SUDOKU
RULE 1 - Each row must contain the 
numbers from 1 to 9, without 
repetitions

RULE 2 - Each column must contain 
the numbers from 1 to 9, without 
repetitions

RULE 3 - The digits can only occur 
once per block

Find the answers somewhere in the page 

“I’m too busy 
to attend this 
Sunday’s 
brunch. I’ll 
have to take a 
‘raincheck,”’ 
said the man to 
his friend. 

WHICH STATEMENT IS  
CORRECT?

a. The man meant that he will 
have to check weather forecast 
before the Sunday brunch. 

Answer: The second answer is correct. The metaphor ‘raincheck’ is used to indicate 
a situation when someone cannot accept an invitation now, but would like to do the 
same activity sometime in the future. The man used this popular phrase to explain 
to his friend that he won’t be able to join the Sunday meet. 

b. The man explained to his 
friend that he won’t be able 
to join the Sunday brunch, 
but would surely want to do 
so in the near future. 

3) Horrendous
 Fluent
 Disruption
 Terrible
 Harm someone

4) Demure
 Shy or modest
 Courteous
 Proud
 Surprised

5) Effervescent
 Lively, full of energy
 Wicked
 Extremely clean
 Rich

1 Faultless   
2 Extremely hungry  
3 Terrible   
4 Shy or modest          
5 Lively, full of energy

ANSWERS

CHECK YOUR 
VOCABULARY

MAKE SENTENCES HERE

MELLIFLUOUS 

SERENDIPITY

ANSWERS:
1) Self confidence or assurance : 
Riya passed the test with aplomb.
2) Peaceful:
Alas, those halcyon days are past.
3) Insightful:
She considers herself a perspicacious judge of character.
4) Harmful in a subtle way especially gradual: 
Mothers think television has a pernicious impact on children.
5) Confused in an unclear state : 
The new rules are more likely to obfuscate people than enlighten them. 

Compiled by K Udvita, class VII, BGS World School, Mahalakshmipuram, Bengaluru

GUESS THIS PERSONALITY 
HINT: He is an 
American, entre-
preneur, busi-
nessman and 
renowned author 
known for his 
personal finance 
and self-help 
book series 
“Rich Dad poor 
Dad.”

1) Aplomb
 discomposure
 excitability
 self-confidence
 uncertainty

2) Halcyon
 Peaceful
 Idealistic
 Unsettled
 Perturbed

 3) Perspicacious
 Sagacious
 Shrewd
 Magical 
 Insightful

4) Pernicious
 Harmful in a subtle way
 Peaceful moment
 Anticipation of future events
 Keen sense of observation

5) Obfuscate
 Enlighten
 Discordant
 Awareness
 Confuse

KNOW YOUR 
WORD USAGE

1) Impeccable
 Worried
 Move
 Regulate
 Faultless

2) Ravenous
 Appetite
 Extremely hungry
 Uncertain
 Hurry

ANSWER: Robert Kiyosaki, the 76 year old business-
man, is the founder of Rich Global LLC and the Rich Dad 
Company, a private financial education company that 
provides personal finance and business education to 
people through books and videos.

1) tinoidua                                                     
a) donut                                                        
b) audition                                                    
c) tedious                                                    
d) iodinate         
2) Soctriontunc                                            
a) continuous                                                
b) construction                                              
c) contusion                                                   
d) constrict     

3) dnemretide
a) determined                                 
b) demerited                                     
c) remedied                                      
d) tendered                                                                                                                                   
4) siobelsp
a) poises
b) sloping 
c) possible
d) blessing

ANSWERS: 1) b) audition, 2) b) construction,  
3) a) determined, 4) c) possible

TEST YOUR WORD POWER

WRITE THE OPPOSITE OF...  
AND MAKE A SENTENCE

Possible

Determined

Riding with the

Riddle

ANSWERS: 1) Silence, 2) Human Brain, 3) Footsteps

1) I disappear every time you say my 
name. What am I?
2) I have billions of eyes, yet I live in 
darkness. I have millions of ears, yet only 
four lobes. I have no muscle, yet I rule 
two hemispheres. What am I?
3) The more you take, the more you leave 
behind. What are they?

1. Cut the ground from under 
feet
Meaning – To do something which 
weakens someone’s position. to 
anticipate someone’s action or 
argument and  make it irrelevant  
Example - When team India hit 
more than 350 runs in the ODI 
match, they cut the ground from 
under the opponent’s feet.
2. Waiting in the wings 
Meaning – To be ready and availa-
ble while waiting to replace some-
one.
 Example - She waited in the wings 
for long to take over the company 
from her father.
3. Hit the nail on the head
Meaning - To do or say something 
that is exactly right.
Examples – She hit the nail on the 
head when she said we need to 
focus on productivity rather than 

innovation.
4. Not let grass grow under feet
Meaning - Don’t delay in getting 
something done. To not waste time 
or neglect  opportunities
Example – Not one to let grass 
grow under the feet, he wrote out 
his application immediately. 
5. Finger on the pulse -
Meaning - Having a good under-
standing of particular happenings.
Example - You need to  keep your 
finger on the pulse and listen to 
what people want.

Compiled by G Krithya Shree, class VII 

BGS World School, Mahalakshmipuram, 

Bengaluru

Idiom-etrics
TRIVIA
Hit the nail on the head
Origin: This idiom has ancient 
origins rooted in the practice of 
carpentry. The accuracy and pre-
cision required to successfully 
drive a nail into wood became a 
metaphor for accurately identify-
ing the core or critical aspect of 
a problem or situation. This idiom 
has been in use for centuries, 
highlighting the enduring nature 
of its metaphorical significance.

MAKE A SENTENCE  
with ‘Waiting in the wings.’

Compiled by Gagan K C, class IX, BGS World 

School, Mahalakshmipuram, Bengaluru

Compiled by M H Mythily, class VI, BGS World School, 

Mahalakshmipuram, Bengaluru

WRITE 100 WORDS ON THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SILENCE

Compiled by Keerthan Kshitij  N, class IX, BGS World School, 

Mahalakshmipuram, Bengaluru

Manvanth H N, class IX, BGS World School, 

Mahalakshmipuram, Bengaluru

FAMILY CIRCUS

ANSWER

 ‘Home 
remedies for 
skincare’ was 

one of the top Google 
searches in India this 
year!
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ANSWERS:  1.  c) Alicia Molik, 2. b) Fatima Sana, 3. d) Jude Bellingham, 
4. b) Discus throw

Barcelona’s problems continued when they were 
held 1-1 away by Valencia, which made their 
La Liga title defending dim. Although Joao 

Felix put Barca ahead in the 55th minute after a bril-
liant pass from Frenkie de Jong allowed Raphinha to 
set him up, Valencia drew level thanks to a magnifi-
cent shot from midfielder Hugo Guillamon.Valencia 
keeper Giorgi Mamardashvili kept the score level 
with a couple of  excellent saves in the closing minutes 
to deny Raphinha.

Bilbao beat Athletico Madrid
Athletic Bilbao celebrated their 125th anniversary 

of  the club’s foundation with a brilliant 2-0 win at home 
over Atletico Madrid.  Bilbao dominated the first half  
from start to finish, but saw Oihan Sancet send a pen-
alty over the crossbar, Nico and Inaki Williams both 
hit the post, and Atletico keeper Jan Oblak produce 
fine saves to deny Gorka Guruzeta and Nico. Guru-
zeta finally broke the deadlock seven minutes into the 
second half  and then Nico sealed the win with a mag-
nificent goal in the 63rd minute to lift the Basque side 
to be within two points of  the top four. IANS

Opener Will Young cracked a rapid 
century as New Zealand recov-
ered from a dreadful start to beat 

Bangladesh by 44 runs on Sunday in 
the rain-affected first one-day interna-
tional. The match was shortened to 30 
overs each after three rain delays. The 
home side burst into life in the final 
stages to post an imposing 239-7. 
Needing an adjusted target of 245 to 
win the first ODI of the three-match 
series, Bangladesh were restricted to 
200-9. New Zealand bounced back after 
losing two wickets in the game’s open-
ing over when seamer Shoriful Islam 
had Rachin Ravindra and Henry Nicholls 
both caught without scoring. A brilliant 
171-run stand for the third wicket 
between Young, who hit 105 off 84 balls, 
and captain Tom Latham, who finished 

with 92 runs, handed the advantage 
back to the hosts in a match played in 
overcast conditions throughout.  AFP

Michael Olise’s stoppage-time 
penalty completed a re-
markable late comeback as 

Crystal Palace grabbed a 2-2 draw at 
Manchester City. Crystal Palace com-
pleted an extraordinary late turna-
round at the Etihad Stadium, as 
Jean-Philippe Mateta’s goal and 
Michael Olise’s 97th-minute 
penalty clinched a 2-2 draw 
at Manchester City. 

City went close to 
opening the scoring af-
ter five minutes, with 
Julian Alvarez’s head-
er tipped wide by Hen-
derson. Ruben Dias 
then flashed an effort 
from distance over the 
crossbar before Rodri’s 
shot was blocked by 
Marc Guehi. City took a 
deserved lead on 24 min-

utes, Grealish slotting into the bot-
tom corner after being played in by 
Phil Foden to score in three consec-
utive Premier League appearances 
for the first time. 

City’s domination continued in 
the second half, and they deservedly 

doubled their lead on 54 minutes 
through Lewis. Foden’s pass 

inside the penalty area fell 
to Lewis, who drilled into 

the bottom-left corner 
from eight yards for his 
first Premier League 
goal. City looked fully 
in control, but Palace 
suddenly reduced the 
deficit with 14 minutes 
remaining. Finally Ol-

ise sent Ederson the 
wrong way to level and 

earn Palace an unlikely 
point. IANS

PREMIER LEAGUE: CRYSTAL 
PALACE LAUNCH LATE FIGHTBACK

City, who were 
again without the 

injured Erling Haaland, 
stay fourth, three points 

behind Liverpool ahead of 
the Reds’ home match 

against Manchester United 
on Sunday while Crystal 
Palace sit 15th with 17 

pointsMichael Olise of Crystal Palace scores  
their second goal from the penalty spot
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YOUNG HITS 100; BANGLA LOSE

06 On the field, it isn’t about who you are, where you are from, 
and how long it has taken you to get there. Sports allow us all to dream a little.

SWAPNA BARMAN, Indian athlete

SIMPLY SPORTS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2023

Samantha Stosur 

Photo: GETTY IMAGES
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Q1: Eight-time Grand Slam champion Samantha Stosur 
was named captain of Australia’s Billie Jean King 

Cup team. Which player did she succeed 
a) Kimberly Birrell                 b) Arina Rodionova

c) Alicia Molik                       d) Astra Sharma

Q2: Which fast-bowler was name named skipper for 
Pakistan’s second ODI against New Zealand?      

a) Nahida Khan                          b) Fatima Sana

c) Javeria Khan                         d) Aliya Riaz

Q3: Who won the 2023 Golden Boy and Kopa awards?
a) Cristiano Ronaldo                b) Alfredo Di Stefano 

c) Vinicius Jr                           d) Jude Bellingham

Q4: Tokyo Paralympics silver medallist Yogesh 
Kathuniya of Haryana bagged a gold medal in 

the Khelo India Para Games in 
a) Archery   b) Discus throw   c) Wrestling   d) 100 m sprint

Photo: GETTY IMAGES

New Zealand player Will Young celebrates 
after scoring a 100 runs during the first 
One Day cricket international between 

 New Zealand and Bangladesh

Photo: AFP

 Denmark’s 
Viktor Axelsen 
hits a return to 
compatriot 
Anders Antonsen 
during their 
men’s singles 
semi-final match 
at the BWF 
Badminton World 
Tour Finals in 
Hangzhou, in 
China’s eastern 
Zhejiang prov-
ince on Saturday.

SHARP FOCUS

A 
six-member Indian team has 
been picked for the Davis Cup 
World Group I play-off  Tie 
against Pakistan in Islamabad 

from February 3-4. The team, picked on 
Saturday, includes Ramakumar Ramana-
than, N Shriram Balaji, Yuki Bhambri, 
Niki Kaliyanda Poonacha, Saketh Myneni 
and Digvijay Pratap Singh, who is a reserve 
player in the squad. Ramanathan and 

Poonacha could play singles while Yuki, 
Balaji and Myneni could be picked for the 
doubles. Rohit Rajpal will be the non-play-
ing captain of  the team and Zeeshan Ali 
will serve as the coach. In a release, All 
India Tennis Association (AITA) an-
nounced that the selection committee meet-
ing was chaired by Nandan Bal and other 
members present were Balram Singh, 
Mustafa Ghouse, Sai Jayalakshmy, Rajpal, 
Zeeshan and secretary Anil Dhupar. PTI

The team will be without veteran Rohan Bopanna for 
the Islamabad tie. The 43-year-old Bopanna played 
his career’s final Davis Cup appearance against 
Morocco in September which India won 4-1.
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INDIA ANNOUNCE 6-MEMBER 
SQUAD FOR DAVIS CUP

Yuki Bhambri

Barca drop points in Valencia

Kylian Mbappé is a 
French professional 
footballer who plays 

as a forward for Paris 
Saint-Germain and cap-
tains the France national 
team. He is regarded as 
one of the best players in 
the world, he is renowned for his dribbling abilities, 
exceptional speed, and finishing.

INTERNATIONAL DEBUT
He made his debut for the French national team 

in 2017 against Metz.

IMPORTANT TOURNAMENTS
2018 FIFA World Cup  UEFA 2020 UEFA 

European Championship

CLUBS PLAYED FOR
Monaco   Paris Saint-Germain

GOALS AND ASSISTS
He scored 43 goals in 66 UEFA Champions 

League appearances in 2016/17 

He provided the most assists, 26 in 2021/22 
season 

Overall, he scored 302 and assisted 127 goals 
in 412 career appearances

HONOURS
Third place for the 2023 Ballon d’Or

Runner-up for the 2022 The Best FIFA Men’s 
Player award

Named in FIFA FIFPro World11 in 2018, 2019 and 
2022

UEFA Team of the Year in 2018

UEFA Champions League Squad of the Season in 
2016–17, 2019–20, 2020–21 and 2021–22

KNOW 
YOUR PLAYER

KYLIAN MBAPPÉA 
century after the 1924 Paris 
Olympic men’s marathon 
was won by Finn Albin Sten-
roos in two hours 41.22 min-
utes, next year’s Games in the 

same city could feature the first official sub-
two-hour time for the distance after 2023 saw 
more barriers smashed. 

New records
Kenya’s double Olympic champion Eliud 
Kipchoge, who dipped under two hours 
with his unofficial Ineos challenge run 
in 2019, had dragged the record down to 
2:01.09 in 2022. But in October this 
year compatriot Kelvin Kiptum 
stunned the sport when the 
23-year-old took over half  a min-
ute off  the great man’s mark to 
post 2:00.35 in Chicago to kick-
start talk of  when, rather than 
if, a legal sub-two would arrive. 
That came two weeks after 
Ethiopia’s Tigst Assefa astonish-
ingly took well over two minutes 

off  the women’s record with 2:11.53 - a time 
that would have been the men’s world re-
cord until 1967. Talented and hard working 
though both champions are, the key com-
ponent of  their incredible times was un-
questionably the latest developments in 
shoe technology that has made compari-
sons with earlier eras, even last decade, 
largely meaningless.

Kipchoge’s performances opened the 
world’s eyes to the condensed foam, car-
bon-plated super shoes the manufacturer 
claimed could increase running efficiency 

(the amount of  oxygen con-
sumed per minute) by 4%. 

Soon, every major 
race start line was 
awash with the 
trademark variety.

Although the 
sport’s governing 

body World Athletics 
tried belatedly to rein 
things in with their 

stack height regulations in 2020, the genie 
was out of  the bottle and it did not take 
long for other companies to close the gap.

Racing flats out 
Assefa ran Chicago in a shoe, retailing 
at just under $500. It conforms to the 4cm 
height rule but, at 138 grammes, weighs 
about 40% less than any previous racing 
shoe. The latest theory around the shoes 
is that the carbon plates have only a lim-
ited effect and it is the “barely-there” 
weight, combined with the energy-re-
turn cushioning and “rockers”, that 
prevents the fatiguing impact of  previ-
ous thin-soled “racing flats” and allows 
athletes to maintain their optimum 
speed for longer.

Kiptum achieved his record in yet 
another prototype, also worn by wom-
en’s Chicago champion Sifan Hassan, 

who took almost five minutes off  
her personal best with the sec-

ond-fastest women’s time ever 
of  2:13.44. It was a similar 
story in several athletics 
events at the 2021 Tokyo 
Olympics where a combina-
tion of  a fast track and revo-

lutionary spikes produced 
some jaw-dropping records. 
REUTERS

Kenyan superstar Kipchoge 
may smash all record in men’s 

marathon in next year’s 
summer Olympic Games 

Tigst Assefa Sifan Hassan
Eliud Kipchoge Kelvin KiptumPh
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PARIS MAY SCRIPT HISTORY

ROUND UP ‘23
ATHLETICS

Joao Felix
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